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“Corporate–Startup Partnership lies at the heart of a vibrant market
oriented innovation ecosystem. Corporates not just facilitate flow of
market insights to startups and help them discover key market gaps
therein but do the necessary handholding, which is so very critical
for startup entrepreneurs in their formative years.”

Rakesh Bharti Mittal
President, CII

S Gopalakrishnan
Past President, CII
& Chairman,
CII Start-up Council

Chandrajit Banerjee
Director General, CII

“In CII Start-up Council, we have been exploring for some time the
idea of connecting CII member companies with high-potential start-ups
for mutual benefits. We have a goal to set-up stronger partnership
between the corporate and the start-ups in every state. If every CII
member partners with at least one start-up every year and provides allround support by way of mentoring, arranging investment, connectingto-market, India can easily produce around 5000 highly successful
start-ups every year resulting in huge employment generation. To
start the process, we launched this year, CII Startupreneur Awards
sponsored by corporate sectors and I am overwhelmed with the
response of the big corporate houses. I am now fully convinced that
our dream of connecting every CII member with start-up for mutual
business interest would be a reality soon”

“With Startupreneur Awards initiative, CII aims to facilitate Indian
startups and nurture them with specific knowledge inputs from
Indian corporate sector and support with arrangements of adequate
financing. Such initiative would enable startups cater to the specific
needs of large corporates by devising newer technologies or service
delivery models for better efficiency or productivity for them and also
on becoming an integral part of their supply chain.”
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Grand Jury

S Gopalakrishnan
Chairman, Grand Jury &
Chairman, CII Start-up Council

Rajan Navani
Chairman,
CII Future Businesses
Council

Prof Milind Atrey
Institute Chair
Professor,
IIT Bombay

Anu Acharya
Co-Chair, Start-up
Council & CEO,
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CEO,
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CEO and Co-founder,
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President,
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Vice President GMA
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President - Human
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Categories of Awards
•

Top Start-ups in Manufacturing Sector

•

Top Start-up in Services Sector

•

Top Start-up in Agri/Food Sector

•

Top Start-up in Pharma/Biotech Sector

•

Top Woman Start-ups
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Godrej Consumer Products Ltd.
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Award for Top Start-up in Manufacturing 2018
Ethereal Machines Pvt. Ltd.
Ethereal Halo is a machine that introduces Hybrid Manufacturing to the world and combines
both the technologies of subtractive manufacturing and additive manufacturing into one
bundle. We’ve pushed the boundaries of today’s technologies to build the world’s first
consumer oriented 5 axis CNC router and 5 axis 3D printer.
The Ethereal Halo has been designed to bring about a metamorphosis to the world of
manufacturing and kick off/usher the concept of hybrid manufacturing. Ethereal Halo is the
world’s first consumer oriented 5-axis 3-D printer and 5-axis CNC Router.
5 axis 3D printing is the panacea for consumers and institutions that rely on FDM 3-D printing
but are limited by the capabilities of 3-axis 3-D printing. The Halo has been designed after
several iterations to blend into both formal and informal spaces with its seamless lighting
and sharp edges.
A 5-axis 3D printer and a 5-axis CNC Router bundled up into one single affordable machine
heralds the future. The Halo is poised to become the bulwark of the manufacturing industry
and will result in creating new and futuristic products for the better of mankind and empower
the consumer and small-scale entrepreneur.
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“In coming years, adoption and execution of
new technologies will be the most influencing
force in determining the world economic order.
Today, technology acceleration and amplification
is at its best and never experienced by mankind
BVR Mohan Reddy
Executive Chairman,
Cyient Ltd

anytime before. Digital Technology disruptions are
causing umpteen opportunities for innovation and
entrepreneurship. To get the best out of innovation,
companies have to practice open innovation which
will include corporate innovation and ecosystem
innovation. For India to become self-reliant in areas
such as healthcare and defence, we need innovation,
engineering, and manufacturing. Cyient is a strong
promoter of ecosystem innovation for benefiting
the society and themselves. Cyient also believes
in recognizing, rewarding, and celebrating all the
achievements. In this direction, Cyient instituted the
award for Top Start-up in Manufacturing Sector”
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Award for Top Start-up in Manufacturing 2018
Asquared IoT Pvt. Ltd.
Headquarters and offices

Pune & Bangalore

Team (as on 21/11/2018)

10

Revenue (USD mn)
(as of latest FY)

FY17 INR 0.
Expected FY18 Rs. 50L (approx.US$80,000)

Core offerings

Equilips 4.0: Embedded AI solution for Manufacturing
Industry, with our Sound Analytics engine for real-time
quality monitoring.

Key verticals served

Manufacturing

Awards

•

Winner Interstellar Award at Cisco Graduation

•

NASSCOM AI Game Changer Award in July 2018

•

CIO Reviews 20 Most Promising IoT Startups of 2018
in India.

•

2nd Runner-up at Israeli Startup Ecosystem Contest

•

Make equipment smart by integrating sensing, hardware,
signal processing and Artificial Intelligence (AI)

•

Strong combination of AI+Manufacturing

•

Embedded AI for manufacturing

•

Pioneers in Industrial Sound Analytics

•

Expand customer base worldwide including North
America and Europe

•

Sound+Vision analytics across all manufacturing
processes

•

Annual Revenue Target for 5 years ≥ US$10M

About us

Growth Plan

IP

(Patent Application N: 201721040616, 14/11/2017)

Competitors

IoT companies

A2IOT USP

Process monitoring along with Quality, Standalone or
internet connected devices

Market Need

Process and Quality monitoring IOT solution which is easy
to retrofit

The Solution

Use Sounds of Machines as the input to our Machine
Learning (including Deep Learning) Algorithms. Non-touch,
non-intrusive and easy to deploy.
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“There is vibrancy in the innovation and start-up field
in India. By collaborating with this new ecosystem,
companies can benefit through new initiatives and
disruptive innovation.”
Jamshyd N Godrej
Managing Director,
Godrej & Boyce
Manufacturing
Co. Ltd.
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Award for Top Start-up in Manufacturing 2018
Fabheads Automation Pvt. Ltd.
Founded in 2015, Fabheads is a start-up revolutionizing the fibre-reinforced part manufacturing
sector in India. Driven by ever growing Aerospace, Automobile and Wind Energy sectors
in India, demand has never been larger than now to increase the production rates of
carbon-fibre parts. But largely due to lack of automated technologies in India and lack of
skilled technicians in the field, businesses have been forced to use metals over composite
materials.
Fabheads is now the first Indian company to 3D print continuous Carbon Fibre materials.
Fabheads is also the first Indian company to develop indigenous Thermoplastic Carbon Fiber
prepreg materials. Fabheads is also the first Indian company to indigenously demonstrate
technologies like ‘Automated Fibre Placement’ and ‘Automated Tape Laying’ capabilities
giving them more unique opportunities in the field.
The Carbon Fiber 3D Printer, being commercialised by the company now, has the ability to
completely automate the fiber layup process. And it can also make parts with absolutely no
requirement to have a mold. This not just reduces clients cost incurred, but also decreases
the lead
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“Start Ups bring to the table agility, creativity and risk
appetite that many established corporates hesitate
to display. Start Ups are born to disrupt legacy and
create a new future. One smart way for the corporates
to deal with disruption and proactively embrace future
R. Shankar Raman
Chief Financial
Officer and
Member of the
Board, Larsen &
Toubro

is through partnership with the Start Ups. Likewise,
the Start Ups require the wisdom, the deep reach
and the process maturity that established corporates
have assiduously developed. It is a partnership
with enormous Win – Win potential if nurtured with
passion and responsibility.”
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Pratiksha Trust Award for Top Start-up in Manufacturing 2018
Leafy Straws from Evlogia Eco Care Pvt. Ltd.
With increasing awareness against plastic use many governments started imposing ban on
single use plastic items including plastic drinking straws. Evlogia provides a solution in the
form of Leafy Straws that are 100% organic drinking straws made out of fallen dried palm
leaves. Evlogia has patented solutions for regular and tetra-pak forms or Leafy straws. Leafy
straws are the most cost-effective plastic alternative while also better in quality than other
options. They are readily compostable and can stay intact in liquids for hours without getting
soggy. They have natural inbuilt plant wax and can be made in custom and uniform sizes.
Evlogia involves women of rural India in the production process and thus helps women
empowerment and rural economy. By converting the waste to wealth “Leafy straws” not just
save the mother earth from plastic pollution, but also avoid burning of dried fallen leaves
and thereby help reduction in carbon emission. Abundant zero cost raw material coupled
with simple production process make Leafy Straws a highly scalable plastic alternative
and a profitable business prospect. As a testimony to its vision and mission Leafy Straws
of Evlogia won the social impact award at the world’s largest green business start-up
competition, Climate Launchpad 2018 at Scotland this November.
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Pratiksha Trust

“Startups can play an important role in leveraging
technology, innovation and entrepreneurship to create
a viable business in many areas of manufacturing.
CII Startuprenuer award has generated lots of good
entries and Pratiksha Trust is glad to sponsor the
S Gopalakrishnan
Founder Trustee,
Pratiksha Trust

award in Manufacturing.”

13

Startupreneur
Awards 2018
winners

Award for Top Start-up in Manufacturing 2018
Innocule Materials and Additives Pvt. Ltd.
INNOCULE is a research driven manufacturing start-up that aims to solve challenges faced
by mineral industries by developing novel chemicals.
Their products are aimed at maximising utilization of low grade ores in the existing mineral
industries. They improve plant profitability and efficiency while conserving our mineral
resources.
The Govt. of India aims to produce 300 million metric tons of steel by 2025 (as per National
Steel Policy), therefore the policy mandates that low grade ores should be used in the
respective sectors as reserves of high-grade ores are fast depleting. Processing of low grade
Indian ores is a challenge because of inherent characteristics of Indian ores which lead to
severe operational inefficiencies. Their products are geared to sort out these bottlenecks.
Currently, their product portfolio includes:
•

OREFLO: Helps to improve the flowability of sticky ores in hopper, chutes and screens.
Production loss due to inefficient screening and jamming is reduced.

•

FAM: Helps to improve the efficiency of filtration in mineral beneficiation plants. Results
in reduced energy consumption and enhanced productivity.

•

COALMIX: Currently, they are working on a product which would enable steel industries
to utilise Indian low grade coal which is otherwise not suitable for coke making in steel
plants and is usually imported. The product will greatly reduce import of coking coal.
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"The business ecosystem is changing at a very fast
pace. We need to foster the spirit of entrepreneurship
among today’s youngsters. We need to encourage
new businesses and start-ups, especially those
that are focussed on innovation and cutting-edge
T V Narendran
CEO & Managing
Director,
TATA Steel

technology. This will go a long way in creation
of wealth and generation of employment in the
country.
Tata Steel is happy to engage with and support
start-ups that are relevant to its value chain. As we
work towards making a better tomorrow, we need
to co-create it with the pioneers of today."
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Award for Top Start-up in Services 2018
Uncanny Vision Solutions Pvt. Ltd.

Uncanny Vision
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“The business landscape is being profoundly
reshaped by the startups today. They are not just
shaking up conventional business models with new
ideas but helping established businesses to become
more efficient and productive through innovative and
Gopal Vittal
MD & Chief
Executive Officer,
India & South Asia,
Bharti Airtel

collaborative frameworks.
Airtel is proud to be partnering CII for 2018
Startupreneur Awards to recognize Top Startup in
Services Sector. I congratulate all the winners who
would inspire start-ups in future to vie for these
coveted awards.”
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Award for Top Start-up in Agriculture & Food 2018
BharatRohan Airborne Innovations Pvt. Ltd.
What is the mission BharatRohan?
BharatRohan is involved in empowering farmers by reducing their losses through early
diagnosis & prediction of pest attacks, disease outbreaks and mineral deficiencies in the
agriculture crops. It is a team of aeronautical engineers, hyperspectral imaging experts, UAV
Pilots and agronomists implementing affordable UAVs/Drone, Hyperspectral Imaging, data
analytics and machine learning technologies to meet local farm challenges.
How does it work?
Their technology is based on Hyperspectral Imaging which determines minuscule colour
changes occurring in the plants due to physiological and phenological changes. For example:
When a disease like bacterial blight infects a pomegranate plant, it is caused by a pathogen
called Xanthomonas axonopodis pv. punicae. This pathogen releases a number of effector
proteins including TAL effectors into the plant through their secretion system. This effector
protein causes some biochemical change in the plants and leaves. With human eyes, these
changes become visible only when the water absorbing red-brown spots become visible
on leaves to human naked eye. But with Hyperspectral imaging, we are able to identify the
colour changes occurring in the leaves due to these biochemical changes - even at just
the onset of the infestation which helps us in providing early predictions and forecasts to
the growers so that losses can be prevented.
We diagnose the problems of the farmer field with a non-destructive method of Hyperspectral
Imaging and create prescription maps. These prescription maps are then converted into
recommendations reports in vernacular language of the farmers. The recommendations are
duly validated by the agronomists/pathologist/entomologists whom BharatRohan has access to being a portfolio company of a-IDEA, TBI of ICAR-National Academy of Agriculture
Research Management, Hyderabad. We have very strong partnerships with the top ICAR
Institutes through a-IDEA, technology business incubator of ICAR-National Academy of
Agriculture Research Management, Hyderabad.
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“PI is proud to be associated with this initiative. As a
science - led company which believes in innovation
as the key driver of growth, we are happy to mentor
start-ups in the agriculture and food sector as well
as benefit from the energy, drive and ideas which
Mayank Singhal
Managing Director
& CEO,
PI Industries Ltd.

the start-ups will bring.”
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Award for Top Start-up in Biotech and Pharma 2018

Cerelia Nutritech Pvt. Ltd.
052

Cerelia Nutritech Pvt. Ltd. was founded in 2016 with a vision to augment the global efforts
for Sustainable Development Goals 2.1, 3.1 & 3.2. The mission is to develop a frugally
innovative product for alleviating iron & vitamin deficiency anaemia by engaging the 3 ‘A’s
of Indian healthcare - ASHA, ANM, AWN to ensure last mile delivery.
Their 1st product, AayuhTM, is an Affordable, Accessible, Available nutrition intervention
for prophylactic treatment of vitamin and iron deficiency anemia developed through our
in-house technology CereDerm® by transforming a moisturising lotion into a transdermal
delivery vehicle to deliver therapeutic and sub-therapeutic doses of Vitamin B12, Iron, Folic
Acid nanoparticles via the skin with increased micronutrient absorption over the conventional
delivery modes like oral pills etc.
The future product pipeline includes formulations to tackle vitamin A & D deficiencies,
nicotine replacement, pain management with an aim to improve compliance & improve
treatment outcomes.
Currently, they are grant supported under Pfizer IIT Delhi IP and Innovation Program at
FITT, IIT Delhi, Grand Challenges Canada under Stars in Global Health Round-9 and Grand
Challenges Explorations – India Round-3 (a joint partnership of the DBT and BMGF). They
were earlier supported by BIRAC – SPARSH under SIIP.
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“Jubilant Life Sciences is an integrated pharmaceutical
and life sciences company with successful track
record spanning four decades. With presence in
over 100 countries, we are globally recognised as
a ‘Partner of Choice’ by leading pharmaceuticals,
Hari S Bhartia
Co-Chairman &
Managing Director,
Jubilant Life
Sciences

biotech and life sciences companies. Today in
the start-up world it takes less than four years to
become a unicorn. Much of the innovation globally is
being driven by start-ups. However large companies
continue to possess certain advantages - both
financial and market oriented. There is a great
opportunity for win-win partnerships between large
corporates and start-ups. We are actively looking to
partner with start-ups to transform our core business,
tap new opportunities for growth and efficiencies.
The CII’s Corporate-Start-up Business Partnership
initiative is very pertinent in today’s context. Jubilant
is happy to be part of this initiative and make a
beginning by sponsoring the CII Startupreneur Award
for Pharma/ Biotech sector this year.”
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Award for Women Start-up of the Year 2018
Godrej Consumer Products Ltd.

Eventuate Innovations Pvt. Ltd.
EzySpit - WORLD’S FIRST SPIT PACK FOR TB, SWINE FLU PA-TIENTS & PAAN
CONSUMERS
Spitting & liquid waste in the street is one of the growing concerns of sanitation issues
around the world.
Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM), launched with a vision to achieve a clean india states
‘Open Defecation Free’ india as one of its objectives. Spit free india is one of the essential
components of ODF, EzySpit, EzyLiquid Dis-posal bin & EzyVomit is determined to have
efficient and effective solu-tion for the city in order to ensure healthy ecology, environment
and cleanliness.
SOLUTION
EzySpit, Ezy Liquid Disposal bin, EzyVomit Bag & Ezy Urine Bag
•

It Absorbs liquid converts into granules and prevent the germs from speading.

•

Its Temper proof, spill proof (can be used multiple times) and odour free, gives out
fragrance.

•

Made up of bio-degradable material after complete use it gets converted into
fertilisers.

QUANTIFIABLE BENEFITS
•

It will reduce 99% risk of spreading viral diseases like Swine flu, Tuber-culosis, Tb
epidemic, Pneumonia etc.

•

Saves Million liters of water used for cleaning spit marks & liquid waste.It can also save
revenue used for cleaning the public places.

•

Will Improve cleanliness in the city.

•

Will improve ecology and environment of river flowing through city areas.

•

Organic waste could be reduced by composting as best alternative.
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Godrej Consumer Products Ltd.

“I am very glad to see that CII has initiated the CII
Startupreneur Awards.
I think this is a tremendous movement for large
companies to benefit from the work done by startups,
Adi Godrej
Chairman,
Godrej Group

which will in turn contribute strongly to the Indian
economy.”
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Award for Women Start-up of the Year 2018
Bioscan Research Pvt. Ltd.
Traumatic Brain injury (TBI) is the leading cause of disability in the world. Around 10 million
people are affected annually because the injury is often detected at a very late stage and
by then the brain is already damaged. To overcome this, Bioscan Research has developed
world’s fastest brain haemorrhage detector that can detect the injury at an early stage
within 2 min. Their device is non invasive, portable, and can be operated by a layman. It
would be able to screen the patients multiple times without any side effects. It would be
placed in all trauma centres, emergency department in hospitals, ambulances and primary
health care centres in rural India to triage the patients within the golden hour. Four patents
have been filed and another four would be filed by January 2019. The device has been
clinically validated via a four month study at Civil Hospital Ahmedabad with 100% and
95.23% specificity. They are supported by Government of Gujarat, Government of India, IIT
Kanpur, Civil Hospital Ahmedabad and Qualcomm India. They are currently raising funds
for assembly plant setup, regulatory compliance and commercialization.
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“Business landscapes are changing rapidly. Engaging
with the start-up ecosystem is a great way for large
firms, like Infosys, to access innovation quickly and
help our clients navigate their new reality. We are
already deeply engaged with many young companies
Pravin Rao
Chief Operating
Officer, Infosys

around the world with the Infosys Innovation Fund.
We are happy to be partnering with CII in their efforts
to encourage and support talented entrepreneurs
in India.”
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Award for Women Start-up of the Year 2018
TrashCon Labs Pvt. Ltd.
Due to the population upsurge and urbanization, solid waste management is one of the
biggest challenges India is facing today. The holy grail of waste management is waste
segregation because when the waste is segregated, value can be generated; however,
when it is mixed, it must either be dumped or burnt.
Further, waste segregation is not just leading to one evil, dumping or burning, but there
are many associated evils such as –
–– pollution from burning of waste,
–– the leachate due to dumping which percolates their groundwater and contaminates it,
–– the fact that men and women, who work with this kind of waste, have an average
lifespan of not more than 40 years,
–– the 22 different types of diseases being caused by the dumped waste.
Studies reveal that only 5% of India’s 1 Lakh tons of waste generated every day is segregated
and the rest 95% ends up in landfills.
At TrashCon®, they invented the world’s first completely automated mixed waste segregation
system (TrashBot®) that can take any kind of trash and convert into biodegradable and
non-biodegradable components to more than 99% efficiency.
The obtained biodegradables can be composted or converted to energy while the nonbiodegradables can be converted into recycled products for further use.
Their invention, TrashBot currently has 3 patents and is recognized globally as a pioneer in
Automated Waste Segregation and comes with very unique features. This system occupies
space not more than a room, consumes power equal to a 5 BHK, requires no manual
scavenging and can save cost of transportation by 75% and generate value.
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“Businesses have always been driven by opportunity;
the fundamental difference today being the wide
spectrum of opportunities available and the relative
ease of starting a venture. Start-ups through the very
nature of their entrepreneurial spirit are
Vipin Sondhi
Managing Director
and CEO,
JCB India Limited

enabling the emergence of a brave new India. And
the brilliant part about this change is that it is not
just an urban phenomenon, but has emerged equally
in semi-urban and rural India.
We are proud to sponsor the CII Startupreneur award
for “Woman Start-Up of the Year 2018". Women are
equal partners in any change with equal rights, equal
abilities and hence must be enabled with access to
equal opportunities for us to truly progress.”
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The Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) works to create and sustain an environment conducive to
the development of India, partnering industry, Government, and civil society, through advisory and
consultative processes.
CII is a non-government, not-for-profit, industry-led and industry-managed organization, playing a
proactive role in India’s development process. Founded in 1895, India’s premier business association
has around 9000 members, from the private as well as public sectors, including SMEs and MNCs,
and an indirect membership of over 300,000 enterprises from around 265 national and regional
sectoral industry bodies.
CII charts change by working closely with Government on policy issues, interfacing with thought
leaders, and enhancing efficiency, competitiveness and business opportunities for industry through a
range of specialized services and strategic global linkages. It also provides a platform for consensusbuilding and networking on key issues.
Extending its agenda beyond business, CII assists industry to identify and execute corporate citizenship
programmes. Partnerships with civil society organizations carry forward corporate initiatives for
integrated and inclusive development across diverse domains including affirmative action, healthcare,
education, livelihood, diversity management, skill development, empowerment of women, and water,
to name a few.
As a developmental institution working towards India’s overall growth with a special focus on
India@75 in 2022, the CII theme for 2018-19, India RISE : Responsible. Inclusive. Sustainable.
Entrepreneurial emphasizes Industry’s role in partnering Government to accelerate India’s growth
and development. The focus will be on key enablers such as job creation; skill development; financing
growth; promoting next gen manufacturing; sustainability; corporate social responsibility and governance
and transparency.
With 65 offices, including 9 Centres of Excellence, in India, and 10 overseas offices in Australia,
China, Egypt, France, Germany, Singapore, South Africa, UAE, UK, and USA, as well as institutional
partnerships with 355 counterpart organizations in 126 countries, CII serves as a reference point for
Indian industry and the international business community.
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T: 91 11 45771000 / 24629994-7 • F: 91 11 24626149
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Follow us on :
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Reach us via our Membership Helpline: 00-91-11-435 46244 / 00-91-99104 46244
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